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Abstract: This paper mainly discusses the important role of imagination and association in music 
appreciation, and takes Mozart's "Symphony No.40 "as an example to deeply analyze the 
embodiment of this psychological mechanism in specific music works. This paper briefly describes 
the importance of music appreciation in the field of humanities and arts, and the key role of 
imagination and association in it, and clarifies the theme and significance of this study. On this 
basis, this paper combs the musical features of Mozart's "Symphony No.40 "in detail, including its 
creative background, structural features and musical style. At the same time, it focuses on how the 
musical elements of each movement in the music arouse the imagination and association of the 
audience, and shows the concrete application and effect of this psychological mechanism in the 
process of appreciation through examples of specific paragraphs. Imagination and association 
enrich the audience's understanding and feelings of "Symphony No.40", and also make music 
appreciation a more active and creative process. The audience transforms music into vivid pictures 
through imagination, and connects these pictures with personal experience and emotional 
experience through association, thus understanding the connotation of the work more deeply. 

1. Introduction 
Music appreciation as a bright pearl in the field of humanities and arts [1]. It not only carries rich 

emotions and profound thoughts, but also serves as an important bridge for the inheritance and 
exchange of human culture [2]. It can cultivate sentiment, enhance aesthetic quality, and promote 
people's all-round development in a subtle way, and enhance social cultural cohesion [3]. In the vast 
world of humanities and arts, music appreciation has become a link between the past and the future 
and between the soul and the world with its unique charm [4]. 

As an indispensable psychological activity in the process of music appreciation, imagination and 
association play a vital role [5]. They are like two keys, which can open the deep meaning of music 
works, lead the audience across the ocean of notes and explore the composer's inner emotional 
world [6]. Imagination allows the audience to see vivid pictures in their minds under the guidance 
of music, and Lenovo closely connects these pictures with the audience's personal experience and 
emotional experience, thus deepening the understanding and feelings of music works [7]. It is this 
interweaving of imagination and association that makes music appreciation a highly personalized 
artistic experience, and everyone can find their own resonance in the ocean of music. 

Mozart is an outstanding representative of the classical music period. His works have won wide 
acclaim from the world for their beautiful melody, exquisite skills and profound thoughts. As one of 
his late masterpieces, "Symphony No.40" has become a classic in the history of music with its 
unique artistic charm and profound emotional expression. The purpose of this paper is to explore 
the specific role of imagination and association in music appreciation and its influencing 
mechanism by deeply analyzing the musical elements in Mozart's "Symphony No.40 ". This work is 
chosen as the research object because of its important position in the history of music, and also 
because it contains rich imagination and association space, which provides unlimited exploration 
possibilities for the audience. This paper will use music analysis, audience survey and other 
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research methods to comprehensively and deeply reveal the mystery of imagination and association 
in music appreciation. 

2. The theory of imagination and association in music appreciation 
In the vast world of music appreciation, imagination and association, as two important 

psychological activities, have been widely concerned by psychology and aesthetics. From a 
psychological point of view, imagination is a process in which the human brain processes, 
reorganizes and creates existing information. It enables us to construct a vision beyond reality in our 
minds. Association is the ability of the brain to automatically relate to other information related to 
or similar to it when it receives a certain information. These two psychological mechanisms play a 
vital role in music appreciation, as shown in Table 1. 

Table 1 Imagination and Association in Music Appreciation 
Psychological 

Activity 
Definition Description Role Explanation Application 

Manifestation in Music 
Appreciation 

Imagination The process by which the 
brain processes, 

reorganizes, and creates 
information 

Constructs scenes that 
transcend reality 

Forms images and 
scenes related to music 

in the mind 

Association The ability of the brain to 
link related or similar 

information when receiving 
certain information 

Automatically 
connects related 

concepts or emotions 
in music 

Triggers personal 
memories, emotions, or 
connections with other 

art forms 

When music starts, melody, rhythm, harmony and other musical elements touch our hearts like 
magic. Imagination and association are quietly stimulated at this time, and they lead our thoughts to 
drift away. Imagination allows us to soar freely in the ocean of music, and vivid pictures emerge in 
our minds, as if we had experienced the scene described by the composer. Lenovo closely connects 
these pictures with our personal experience and emotional experience, making music not only a 
kind of auditory enjoyment, but also a kind of spiritual touch. It may remind us of an unforgettable 
moment, or remind us of someone or something. 

Imagination and association enrich our musical experience, and invisibly construct the meaning 
of musical works. Every piece of music is the expression of the composer's feelings and thoughts, 
and imagination and association are important bridges for us to understand these feelings and 
thoughts. They help us penetrate the surface of notes, go deep into the core of works and explore the 
deep meaning that composers want to convey. It is this interweaving of imagination and association 
that makes music works not only a pile of sounds, but also an artistic masterpiece full of vitality and 
appeal. They make our musical journey more colorful, and also give us more spiritual comfort and 
enlightenment in the process of enjoying music. 

3. Musical features and imaginative association analysis of Mozart's "Symphony No.40 " 
Mozart's "Symphony No.40 ",a musical masterpiece born in the late 18th century, bears the 

composer's profound emotion and outstanding artistic talent, as shown in Table 2. The background 
of his creation can be traced back to the challenging and turning period in Mozart's life. This work 
is the pinnacle of his musical skills and also reflects his profound thinking on life, love and fate. 
Structurally, the symphony follows the form of four movements in the classical period, and each 
movement is independent, but closely connected, which together constitutes a complete musical 
narrative. Musically, Mozart showed his extraordinary charm as a master of classical music with his 
unique melody lines, exquisite harmonic application and rich rhythm changes. 
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Table 2 Structure and Main Musical Characteristics of Mozart's "Symphony No. 40" 
Movement Form Time 

Signature 
Key Main Musical Characteristics 

First 
Movement 

Sonata form 2/2 time G minor Energetic and Tense: Opens with a fast and 
powerful rhythm, with the violas accompanying 
with unsettling chords while the violins play the 
beautiful and melancholic first theme in octaves. 
The woodwinds later join in, making the melody 

more complex. The development section 
frequently modulates, enhancing the music's 
dramatic quality. In the recapitulation, both 

themes reappear in G minor, with the first theme 
more agitated and the second more sorrowful and 

melodious. 
Second 

Movement 
Sonata form 6/8 time E-flat 

major 
Gentle and Lyrical: Strikes a sharp contrast with 
the first movement, shifting from a hasty pace to 
a gentle one, and from G minor to E-flat major. 

The movement consists of two relatively 
contrasting themes that are calm, bright, lyrical, 

and complementary to each other, creating a 
warm and melodious atmosphere. 

Third 
Movement 

Minuet 
(Menuetto), 

Allegro 

3/4 time G minor Lively and Cheerful, with a Sense of Solemnity: 
Although named a minuet, it resembles a solemn 
march. The theme has a syncopated rhythm, and 
the melody is built on the decomposition of G 

minor chords, presenting a solemn and confident 
image. The middle section shifts to G major, and 
the melody becomes bright and warm, making it 

the brightest moment in the entire symphony. 
Fourth 

Movement 
Sonata form 2/2 time G minor Intense and Dynamic: Begins with a fast and 

powerful rhythm, and the melody is full of 
contrast. The first theme is played softly by the 

strings in the first half, and then shifts to a 
majestic full orchestra in the second half. The 
second theme is played in B-flat major, with a 
delicate and bright melody. The development 
section frequently modulates, and the fugal 

section brings a sense of solemnity and instability 
in tonality, making the music full of dramatic 

tension. 
Notes: Mozart's "Symphony No. 40" was completed in 1788 and is one of his most well-known 

symphonies. The entire symphony is passionate and full of emotional musical ideas, reflecting 
Mozart's deep thoughts on life, love, and fate. The symphony adopts the traditional four-movement 
structure, with each movement having its unique musical characteristics and expression. 

When enjoying "Symphony No.40", the musical elements in the music touched the hearts of the 
audience like magic, which triggered endless imagination and association. Melody, Mozart drew a 
vivid picture of music with smooth and expressive lines. Whether it is the passionate and solemn 
theme of the first movement or the gentle melody of the second movement, people seem to be in 
different emotional worlds. Rhythm, he skillfully used a variety of rhythms, making the music 
sometimes passionate and unrestrained, and sometimes quiet and restrained, leading the audience's 
emotional ups and downs. In harmony, Mozart's application of harmony is rigorous and innovative, 
which adds rich colors and layers to the music. In timbre, he made full use of the various 
instruments of the band, making the music colorful and distinct. 

Take a specific passage of the first movement as an example: when the passionate theme melody 
rings, it seems that a heroic picture emerges in the audience's mind; With the advancement of music, 
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the melody gradually becomes soft and lyrical, and the audience's imagination changes accordingly, 
as shown in Table 3. 
Table 3 Imagination, Association, and Emotions Evoked by a Passage from the First Movement of 

Mozart's "Symphony No. 40" 
Musical Passage 

Characteristic 
Description of Musical 

Elements 
Listeners' Imagination and 

Association 
Listeners' Emotional 

Changes 
Exciting theme 

melody 
Fast rhythm, strong 

dynamics 
A heroic scene of warriors 

standing tall, advancing bravely, 
fearless in the face of difficulties 

and challenges 

Excited, inspired, 
pressing forward 

courageously 

Melody gradually 
becomes soft and 

lyrical 

Slower rhythm, weaker 
dynamics, smooth and 
expressive melody line 

A scene of warriors 
contemplating and reflecting 
during a lull in battle, with 

delicate and profound emotions 

Calm, contemplative, 
inner peace 

Table 3 shows how musical elements arouse the imagination and association of the audience, and 
further describes the emotional changes that the audience feels in these imagination and association. 

This kind of imagination and association caused by musical elements not only makes the 
audience understand the connotation of the work more deeply, but also makes the music experience 
richer and deeper. Every paragraph and phrase of "Symphony No.40" contains Mozart's unique 
understanding and deep affection for music, waiting for the audience to explore and feel. 

4. Conclusions 
Imagination and association play a vital role in music appreciation. They are like bridges, 

connecting music works with the inner world of the audience. In the process of appreciating 
Mozart's Symphony No.40, this role has been fully reflected. Through imagination, the audience 
can transcend the limitations of notes and transform music into vivid pictures, as if they had 
personally experienced the emotions and scenes described by the composer. Lenovo closely 
connects these pictures with the audience's personal experience and emotional experience, making 
music a highly personalized artistic experience. In "Symphony No.40", both the passionate theme 
melody and the gentle adagio inspired the audience's endless imagination and association, which 
made them understand the connotation of the work more deeply and felt the emotions and thoughts 
conveyed by Mozart more deeply. 

The main findings of this study are that imagination and association enrich the audience's 
understanding and feelings of "Symphony No.40", making music appreciation a more active and 
creative process. Through imagination and association, the audience no longer just passively 
accepts the information of music, but actively participates in the creation and interpretation of 
music. This participatory way of appreciation improves the audience's ability to appreciate music, 
and also enhances their love and pursuit of music. 

We firmly believe that the universality and value of imagination and association in music 
appreciation can not be ignored. They are an important tool for us to understand music works, and 
also an important way for us to enjoy the beauty of music. Therefore, we encourage more people to 
actively use imagination and association in music appreciation to make music an indispensable part 
of our lives. Through imagination and association, we can feel the charm of music more deeply and 
enrich our spiritual world and life experience. 
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